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Oct. 17 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2003 

Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives Transmitting Fiscal 
Year 2004 Budget Amendments 
October 16, 2003 

Dear Mr. Speaker: 
I ask the Congress to consider the en-

closed FY 2004 budget amendments for the 
Departments of Agriculture and the Inte-
rior to reimburse emergency expenses to 
suppress forest fires in FY 2003. 

These amendments would adjust upward 
the total discretionary budget authority re-
quested by $0.4 billion, bringing the total 
discretionary funding agreed to by my Ad-
ministration and the Congress to $786.0 bil-
lion. While this request increases total dis-
cretionary spending beyond the previously 
agreed upon level, my Administration and 
congressional leadership determined earlier 
this year that emergency funding could be 
added when mutually agreed upon in ad-

vance. This request is consistent with that 
agreement.

The requests in this transmittal are for 
the purpose of fulfilling known and urgent 
requirements that cannot reasonably be 
met through the use of existing agency 
funds. I hereby designate the specific pro-
posals in the amounts requested herein as 
emergency requirements. 

The details of these requests are set forth 
in the enclosed letter from the Director 
of the Office of Management and Budget. 

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BUSH

NOTE: This letter was released by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on October 17. 

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With 
Respect to Significant Narcotics Traffickers Centered in Colombia 
October 16, 2003 

To the Congress of the United States: 

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1622(d) provides for 
the automatic termination of a national 
emergency unless, prior to the anniversary 
date of its declaration, the President pub-
lishes in the Federal Register and transmits 
to the Congress a notice stating that the 
emergency is to continue in effect beyond 
the anniversary date. Consistent with this 
provision, I have sent the enclosed notice, 
stating that the emergency declared with 
respect to significant narcotics traffickers 
centered in Colombia is to continue in ef-
fect beyond October 21, 2003, to the Fed-
eral Register for publication. The most re-
cent notice continuing this emergency was 

published in the Federal Register on Octo-
ber 18, 2002. 

The circumstances that led to the dec-
laration on October 21, 1995, of a national 
emergency have not been resolved. The ac-
tions of significant narcotics traffickers cen-
tered in Colombia continue to pose an un-
usual and extraordinary threat to the na-
tional security, foreign policy, and economy 
of the United States and to cause unparal-
leled violence, corruption, and harm in the 
United States and abroad. For these rea-
sons, I have determined that it is necessary 
to maintain economic pressure on signifi-
cant narcotics traffickers centered in Co-
lombia by blocking their property or inter-
ests in property that are in the United 
States or within the possession or control 
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of United States persons and by depriving 
them of access to the United States market 
and financial system. 

GEORGE W. BUSH

The White House, 

October 16, 2003. 

NOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on October 17. 
The notice of October 16 is listed in Appen-
dix D at the end of this volume. 

Statement on Congressional Passage of the Supplemental Funding Request 
To Support the War on Terror 
October 17, 2003 

I applaud the House and Senate for pass-
ing my supplemental funding request to 
support our mission and our troops de-
ployed in Afghanistan, Iraq, and elsewhere. 
These funds will provide the resources nec-
essary to make Iraq more secure and sup-
port its transition to self-government, which 
is critical to winning the war on terror. 
They will also continue our efforts to help 
build an Afghanistan that is prosperous, 
democratic, and at peace, and that contrib-
utes to regional stability. 

I commend the House for wisely reject-
ing a proposal to convert part of the recon-

struction funds to loans. It is unfortunate 
that a closely divided Senate voted to par-
tially substitute loans for grants. Loans are 
the wrong approach—they would slow the 
reconstruction of Iraq, delay the democratic 
process, and send the wrong message to 
both the region and the world. The loan 
provision must be removed in conference. 

I thank Chairmen Stevens and Young for 
their efforts and urge the conference com-
mittee to work to resolve their differences, 
fully fund my request, and send me legisla-
tion I can sign quickly. 

Interview With Taro Kimura of Japan’s FUJI TV 
October 14, 2003 

The President. Glad you’re here. Ready 
to go. 

Japan’s Reconstruction Aid for Iraq 
Mr. Kimura. Thank you very much, Mr. 

President, for this interview. I’m sure 
Prime Minister Koizumi is looking forward 
to have you over there. Actually, he is pre-
paring a package for Iraqi reconstruction 
which includes $5 billion aid for the next 
4 years and sending a couple of hundred 
Japanese self-defense forces over there for 
the humanitarian operation. Do you think 
Japan fulfilled her responsibility with this 
package?

The President. Yes. I’m very pleased. 
Prime Minister Koizumi and I are good 
friends. I admire him a lot, and I spoke 
to him about Japan helping in Iraq, just 
like Japan helped in Afghanistan. And he 
assured me he would work hard to develop 
a good package. It sounds like he has done 
so, and I’m grateful and thankful. 

We’ve got great relations between Amer-
ica and Japan. We will keep them that way. 
And part of good relations is we see prob-
lems, and we work together, and see oppor-
tunities. And a free Iraq is a—a peaceful 
Iraq is a wonderful opportunity for Japan 
and the United States to work together to 
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